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Upcoming Events

Important Note:   Registration deadline for events listed below will vary from as few as 24
hours prior the event to as much as 3-4 days prior the event so please register as much in
advance as possible.  Also, while attendance is open to anyone, meals, when served, will only
be provided for those that register in advance.

Pamlico Farm Tour – On July 23, 2026, NC Cooperative Extension, Pamlico Center will
provide a farm tour beginning at 9 am at the Pamlico Heritage Center.  This event will provide
updates on use of tools to monitor weather, disease, crop growth and fungicide use.   After this
short presentation, the group will travel to New Ditch Area to review field plots of the NC Corn
OVT, Corn Pollination Trials, and NC Soybean Producer Trials.  The meeting will conclude with
a meal prepared by the FFA youth.  The meeting will provide 1.0 hour of pesticide
credits.  Register via Eventbrite HERE.  The agenda with links to meeting, field location, and
meal is located on the Eventbrite site.  

2026 Tobacco Field Day – On July 23, 2026, NCSU will provide a tour of research plots
located at the Oxford Research Station, 300 Providence Rd, Oxford, NC 27565.  Registration
will begin at and the tour begins at 9 am.  The event will conclude with a meal.  For more
details and to register, please use this link or visit the Tobacco Portal.   

2026 Blackland Farm Managers Tour - This event will be held on August 5,2026 in Beaufort
County along Peoples Road, located between Bath and Burbage Crossroads. This year’s event
will be hosted by Scattered Acres and Poole Farms.   The format for this year’s tour will look

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2026-pamlico-county-farm-tour-tickets-1993464138902?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdio3hyrWmT2KsqwjSLQ5ii-J7ADMoDGeNaBcFj_25zd5Vv_g/viewform
https://tobacco.ces.ncsu.edu/2026-nc-state-tobacco-field-day/


very different from past events. Attendees will have the freedom to move at their own pace
through exhibits, research plots, live demonstrations, and sponsor tents. NC State University
Extension specialists will be on-site presenting a wide range of timely and relevant topics, while
agricultural industry representatives will showcase the latest products, hybrids, and varieties
directly in the field.    Additional information and registration is found at the Blackland Farm
Managers Association webpage.

There is Hope for Corn!
Below is an image of corn ears randomly taken from the fields within the county.   None are
ideally germinated but, to be blunt, potential yield is better than anticipated given the extreme
lack of water and high heat. Pollination was much better than anticipated.  While there is still
much season left, there is still hope!

To be fair, one can easily find fields of corn with plants less than waist high and completely
brown.  No ears are found on these plants.  For these fields, simply file whatever claim you can
with insurance and report the failed acres to the FSA office.   That is all one can do for these
fields at this point.  

Required Certified Training for All Pesticide License Holders
As a reminder, the EPA has mandated a required training update for all pesticide
applicators.  The NCDA & CS has provided a 1 hour video that meets this requirement.  Watch
the video and use the webpage submission button to get credit for this training.    In addition,
you will receive 1.0 hour of credit for whatever category your pesticide license provides (X for
Private Applicators).  Watch the video HERE.  

Failing to do this before your current license expires will result in loss of your license.  One will
have to take the written exam to obtain a new license.  

https://blacklandnc.org/
https://blacklandnc.org/
https://www.ncagr.gov/divisions/structural-pest-control-and-pesticides/pesticides/new-candt-rules


Black Light Trap Data
Black light catches are recorded at various places across the state.  Data includes hornworm,
tobacco budworm, armyworm, corn earworm, stinkbug and other insects.    Currently, no site
has increased in any pest significantly.  Data is located HERE.

NC State University New Hires!
Ryan Hamberg will join the Department of Crop and Soil Sciences as an Extension Weed
Specialist on September 1, 2026. Ryan is completing his Ph.D. in Agronomy with an emphasis
in weed science at Texas A&M University, where his research focuses on integrating novel non-
chemical weed control technologies into row-crop production systems. 

NC State University has named Victor Gomes as Extension corn agronomist, strengthening
support for North Carolina’s corn industry and statewide agricultural community. He begins
work with NC State Extension on Aug. 1,2026.  

Lastly, NC State University is currently interviewing for an Extension Soybean
Agronomist.    Interviews should be completed by the end of July with offers made shortly
thereafter.  We will keep you posted.  

Should One Automatically Apply Soybean Fungicide?
Whether one automatically applies a soybean fungicide in the hope of increasing yield still
varies among growers.  Those in high yield environment usually do.  Those that are not in a
high yield environment probably should not.  This is typically good advice and it is not our
intention to sway anyone into making a decision if it causes them to lose sleep at
night.  However, there are several points that merit discussion.  

First, we often fail to realize that most of these recommendations to apply fungicides as a
preventative in hope of increasing yield comes from areas where 50+ bu/ac of soybean
production is expected.  So, let’s put this another way.  If you do not average 50+ bu/ac or
higher, you are not in a high yield environment.  In fact, the national average normally falls
between 50-55 bu/ac.  Many of our soils and environment simply limit us from consistently
yielding this high.  So, if adding a fungicide in hopes of increasing yield even though you will
not yield 50+ bu/ac still seems appealing, at least consider the amount of bushels needed to
break-even with a fungicide application before applying.  

To determine the amount of bushels needed to save to break even, simply divide your total cost
(fungicide cost per acre and application cost) by the expected sale price per bushel as noted in
the formula below.  

Yield Protected (bu/A)= Total Application / Expected Commodity Price

As example, assume a $10/ac equipment cost and $14/ac fungicide cost totaling $24 per
acre.  Anticipated selling prices is $11.50/bu.  So, calculating $24/$11.50 = 2.1 bu/ac.  One
would need to increase yield by 2.1 bu/ac to break-even.  Any yield increase above this would
be profit.  

https://www.ces.ncsu.edu/trap-data/


So far, this seems reasonable.  NC State University data consistently shows 3-4 bu/ac increase
in yield from the application of a fungicide even when a disease is not a problem.  However,
two things are different.  First, as mentioned earlier, these trials are normally grown within a
high yield environment.  Secondly, the fungicides are applied at the proper soybean growth
stage of R3.  

In contrast, when one adds a fungicide application to an insecticide treatment, this is usually
applied when soybeans are at about growth stage R1.  To the point, sometimes this is effective
yet sometimes it is not.  So, given the low potential for profit, one needs to examine whether a
fungicide is worth the risk in 2026.  Again, this decision is yours to make.  Make one that makes
sense to you and your risk management tolerance.  

Call Us Directly
Our new phone systems allow you to call us directly without going through our switchboard.
Use the phone numbers below to call us directly:

Mike Carroll                    252-639-5140
Mark Eubanks                252-639-5147
Kristi Welke                    252-639-5142

Note, to be blunt, while this number will ring us directly, we are seldom in the office during
summer months.    As such, our mobile may indeed still be the quickest way to reach us
between now and fall.   As always, if you call our cell and get voicemail, we are either with a
client, in an area with no cell service, or are conducting some or event.    Please leave a
message and we will return your call.  Better yet, text us a short message with details!

NC Farm Help Line
Tariffs, low economic prices,  unpredictable weather, age, labor problems, and many other
factors contribute to stress of farming. In fact, whether we like it or not, agriculture has one of, if
not the highest, accidental death rates due to equipment use, as well as the highest suicide
rate for occupations. Do consider potential impact of things that can be a negative influence on
production but please don’t worry about things you cannot change! If you find yourself
depressed, well, we can listen! If you are not comfortable discussing issues with us, help is
available 24/7, through the Help Line that connects individuals experiencing a crisis or in need
of other help with resources including mental health, financial, legal, farm safety/health,
Cooperative Extension and more at 844-325-3276 or online at https://ncfarmstress.org/crisis-
and-resource-lines/.   Additionally, for tobacco producers, legal or labor assistance is available
free from GAP Connections

https://www.gapconnections.com/%20https:/www.ruralminds.org/resilience


Disclaimer
Recommendations for the use of agricultural chemicals are included in this publication as a convenience to the

reader. The use of brand names and any mention or listing of commercial products or services in this

publication does not imply endorsement by the NC Cooperative Extension Service nor discrimination against

similar products or services not mentioned. Individuals who use agricultural chemicals are responsible for

ensuring that the intended use complies with current regulations and conforms to the product label. Be sure to

obtain current information about usage regulations and examine a current product label before applying any

product.

NC Cooperative Extension, Craven Center



Our production tips section provides practical,
evidence-based farming advice tailored to the current

Mike Carroll, Director and Field Crops                                             mike_carroll@ncsu.edu

Ashley Brooks, 4-H & Youth Development                                       albrook4@ncsu.edu

Lisa Rayburn, Specialty Crops & Markets                                        lisa_rayburn@ncsu.edu

Kristi Welke, Area Livestock Agent                                                   kdwelke@ncsu.edu

Mark Eubanks, Consumer Horticulture                                            meubank2@ncsu.edu

Debbie Titus, Administration                                                             debbie_titus@ncsu.edu

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, N.C. Cooperative Extension will honor requests for reasonable
accommodations made by individuals with disabilities. Please direct accommodation requests to: Mike Carroll at 252-633-1477 or
email: mike_carroll@ncsu.edu.  Requests can be served more effectively if notice is provided at least 10 days before the event.

Español
“Para dar cumplimiento a la Ley de Estadounidenses con Discapacidades (ADA), Extension aceptará las solicitudes de adaptaciones
razonables que realicen las personas con discapacidades. Por favor, envíe las solicitudes de adaptaciones a: Mike Carroll at 252-
633-1477 or email:  mike_carroll@ncsu.edu. Las solicitudes podrán ser atendidas con mayor eficacia si se notifica con al menos 10
días de antelación al evento.”

NC State University and N.C.A&T State University commit themselves to positive action to secure equal opportunity and prohibit
discrimination and harassment regardless of age, color, disability, family and marital status, gender identity, genetic information,
national origin, political beliefs, race, religion, sex (including pregnancy), sexual orientation and veteran status. NC State, N.C. A&T,
U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local governments cooperating.

Declaración Completa (Español)
La Extensión Cooperativa de Carolina del Norte prohíbe la discriminación por motivos de raza, color, origen nacional, edad, sexo
(incluido el embarazo), discapacidad, religión, orientación sexual, identidad de género, información genética, afiliación política y
condición de veterano.

If you feel you have experienced discrimination or harassment,
you may file a report with Equal Opportunity and Equity.

https://diversity.ncsu.edu/report-a-concern/

You may also file a complaint with the USDA Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights for
discrimination or harassment on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, sex, or disability.

https://www.usda.gov/oascr/program-complaints

Welcome to your monthly agricultural newsletter from N.C. Cooperative Extension. We
are committed to partnering with communities to deliver education and technology that
enriches the lives, land, and economy of North Carolina. This month, we bring you the

latest seasonal updates, practical production tips, and information about upcoming
educational meetings designed to support your farming operations and help you

succeed.

Learn More

https://diversity.ncsu.edu/report-a-concern/
https://www.usda.gov/oascr/program-complaints
https://ncextension.activehosted.com/app/campaigns


season. From soil management and pest monitoring to
crop scheduling and livestock care, these tips are
designed by Extension specialists to help you
maximize productivity and sustainability on your
operation. Whether you work with field crops,
vegetables, fruits, or livestock, you'll find actionable
guidance to optimize your management practices and
profitability this season.

Research-Based Community-Focused Locally Trusted

Contact Us

Upcoming educational meetings and workshops this month provide hands-on learning
opportunities. Connect with your local Extension office in Craven County for event

details, or visit our website to register and stay informed.

If you select "Unsubscribe" from the link below, Active Campaign will automatically
remove you from all NC Extension Craven County Newsletters.    If so, NC Extension
Craven County staff cannot add you back to the list.  As such, If you wish to unsubscribe
from an individual newsletter, please send an email to the person listed as the newsletter
contact requesting removal from that particular newsletter.  

Newsletter & Contact Information
Agricultural Newsletter - Mike Carroll at mike_carroll@ncsu.edu
Livestock Newsletter - Kristi Welke at kdwelke@ncsu.edu
Craven Extension Staff Newsletter - Debbie Titus at djtitus@ncsu.edu
Master Gardener Newsletters - Mark Eubanks at meubank2@ncsu.edu
4-H & Youth Development - Ashley Brooks at albrook4@ncsu.edu

Visit our webpage
Join us on Facebook

https://ncextension.activehosted.com/app/campaigns
https://craven.ces.ncsu.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/cravencooperativeextension


Follow me on Twitter
Review current Events for Craven County Extension
SUBSCRIBE to this newsletter

By clicking unsubscribe below, Active Campaign will unsubscribe you from ALL electronic
newsletters from this county office.  The local NC Extension Center cannot undo this
process.  When the unsubscribe button has been selected, to be added back to any mailing list
will require permission granted Active Campaign.  

Sent to: cmcarro2@ncsu.edu

Unsubscribe

NC State University, 4101 Beryl Road, Raleigh, North Carolina 27606, United States

https://twitter.com/home
https://craven.ces.ncsu.edu/events/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf_yaBarOenE2yPXWj4K37u7CaqpO-wk-tBbGuzIU34e6kFvg/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://ncextension.activehosted.com/proc.php?c=37259&m=34200&s=199f4d0c819818206eb494d63457bfd7&d=0&v=2&nl&runid=0&act=unsub

